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Town of Durbin.

vountainous on N, S, and W, narrow valleys N, and S,
sreenbrier River, which marks S, boundary; fertile

~rrow valleys reaching back into the hills, area 5 SQ,
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™
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miles; population I000,

Hills wooded, pine and maple, scrub oak numerous;

asture and sheep grazing, clear running brooks, trout
plentiful, (April, May and June), a

Named for Charles Durbin, who originally owned all
tne land, The town was incorporated 1909, |
Us S, 200 enters N, W, at West Durbin crossing W,

Greenbrier, well designed‘bridge and approach

view from # M C d
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inor battle of the Civil War. Mt, U. Se <90
.1 road forks at the foot of Allegheny Zle
Le 8

og. (U, S, 250 1is the 0l1d Stauton and Parkers-

& Stﬁtne “
is tne 01d GreenBPank Road ) e

4 TraveleTrs
use to be a

I:ﬁrg rarnplke, Sta.te 208
e home af B. B. Beard, located here,

th |
i horses. Drivilg over

Repose

~ed just inside the doo

snd Col., Edward Johnston 1in command, JYou can see

»f gtones placed at regular intervals which represent
chimmeye of the log babins, where the soldiers were quart-
fortifications and graves of the soldiers,
¥nicn are now juet mounds no markers, can be seen, The land
nOowW used for pasture,
wng back to the forks ol the road State 28 follows the
of the Greenbrier River, Three miles from Travelers
permanent C, C, C, Camp, samp Thornood, (Camp No.
L8N in wnis L U ) assist in the cCare or G €A -

v¥iRion ol the Nonongalia National rorest, inis is an
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Dunmore.

There is no locality in the counily richer in local

history than Dunmore. There is & well founded tradition that
name Dunmore was bestowed by the Englishman William Warwilck,

the

had the land as a grant from the crown through Lord Dunmore

w0

as Governor of Virginia. Lord Dunmore became sO unpopular that

he was forced to flee the colony at the start ol the war 1or in-

i~

dependence. On this acount the name fell @nto disuse &and the
place was known as Mathewsville for a couple of generations.

ampson llathews, the son-in-law of Jacob Warwick and then nis
owned it. Some sixty or seventy years ago a part of the
plantation was bought by the late Isaac “oore and a storekeeper
named Dunkum. Dunkum, who was posimaster proposed that they

use his name for the place in the place of Mathewville. Lt aldn*t
sound as good &s some names to Mr. Moore, so he, knowing the

iginal nistorical name proposed a compromise by the combination

of ounkum and hoore into Dunmore.

=

1tlingtion CreekK is named for Robert Sitlington, a

Lhe north of Ireland who married Elizabeth Dunlap

Y

ick, widow ol william "arwick and mother of Jacob Warwick
[

‘eq 10 batin vounty about the year 1770,

named 1'or Michael somebody who

1,_.I‘.:_ f'_ :.""'It" :I.T_rf i ,..‘..El ' N 17 . *
] yol Losman ready to give his name & chance or

nLtent on saving amnmunition. He was a

L8

bear
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han & hundred

mountain TO +he south of Dunmore for more T

Vo u | 3 T Fortu
heen called Michael Mountain for the uniol
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lip. Price thinks that the man the Dbe&ar killed was
i chael Daugherty. If this is the man, he was an lrish
n eand considergble of a sporiting charactere. He was

s« native of Donnegal, belonged to the 1anded aristocracy, had
st, fell out weth hlsS step-mother,

received his part of the estate 1n cash, came TO America, aund

He had some colored

took up a big estate on Enapps Creek.,
<ervants and to this day there are colored people Dby that

ncme in this county. However, his main dependents were white

sond-servants, whom he could buy at regular sales held at

— e o

Sstaunton; Lynchburg and Richmond. These people would mortgage

erty for a stipulated number of years in order to pur-
ssage from the old country to the land of freedom.
would then be auctioned off to the highest bidder for

s for the time specified in the contract. The

is filled with the descendents of these hardy men and
old themselves 1nto bondage that they and their

nt enjoy a freedom denied them in their native

o8¢ and thelr descendents were and are the
i‘nere were other white bond ser-

: LW Dreakers and possibly debtors.
f ‘* ~ bought their passage to this
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401 stinction to na
11 his numerous family WwWas surficient dl
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it made a matter ol public record.
3 55 Greell-
In 1751 Colonel Lewis made the first survey ol

; ‘ -eaw days older
wrier valley at Jarlintone. This survey ia & 1€ J

e e =

9= ME ' warwick of
| +he survey at RenicKo. Not long after Willliam ©®
th8Il i
- ] - ands on the
£ ook up the I1n€E X

7illiamsburg, an army offieer; W P i

] after

ek now called Sitlingtone. It couidn't have Deecll long

s ‘ n . - "'_": r 2 - | tOn
racause in 1765 warwick's widow had married Robert Sitlling .
hecau I

L Y = . g -S
N orice has a copy of a letter from Robert Sitlington 10 nl
__-:- Lid

nrother John in Ireland. This letter was written 1n 1265, and

+he place is Greenbriere. Mr. Price thinks it more than likely
8 LUad

(0

ot Greenbrier'wasi%uﬂjjnnn1 as here was the location Ol

T
.

2art Greenbrier. At Times a large garrison Was @aintained here.

bert Sitlington was undoubtedly writing from Dunmore, because
he fj;pa srom there to his plantation on the Cowpasture when tne
ia¥ lands were turned over to his siep-son Jacob vwarwlick

imon his becoming O age. Jacob warwick we=wigk was living in

e in 1774, when he went to fight the Indians at Foint

ant, the first battle of the Revolutionary War. All of
idren were born at Dunmore, and he started to move to
sntucky from there. He was halted on Big Sewell lMountain by

raid and massacre and he returned. He then bought

Lantation Trom the Lewlses, and established

rend there., ich ol the Clover Lick plantation is
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o

( F]
(D

arage 1S NOW.

These old forts Or stockades took & 1ot of grounde

' T was much
~matimes they were several acres 11 extente. There wa

g

NE L into 1lOgs
~~rk connected with building ouce. Trees wese cut 1 &

- - - -

;o split in two and
raut twenty feet long. These 1l0gs W€ P

in the ground six reet Oor MOIC deep e he middle ground

'

ough to hold tne horses, cattle and other livestock
en

' ‘ iriven in on warning that
. the community, which would be dr.

L
(D

; & had come weed would be stored in the fort and
inaiails e

o tradition that 1 can #ind has come down to the
nt generatloln shout the fort at Dunmore ever beilng at-
rhe Indians, The settlers, however took refuge
s often upon true and false alarms about raiding parties
rhe warpatlle.
™he Tirst wagol in Pocahontas County was brought To
or

rs by Maijor Jacob narwiockKe He brought 1t by way

cavnons Hiver, up Little bacK Creek, across the

‘mANTIDS ;;'t*ffi'., where the HHI‘]"UI‘ 1#1:1[7':1,1 NOow j:-;,
1 ) A8 M e -
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[t is a pretty well established fact thet Daniel Boone

L

vieitor at times at Dunmore. Ma jor Warwick once decided

o
s move to KentucKy. Perhaps Boons helped persuade him. 7There
< a storv that Colonel Boone and Ma jor wWarwick had a fist £ight

at Clover lick. It may have been because of the turning back

++ Sewell Mountain and it mey have been over lands in Tygarts

'ev in which both were interested. There is a tradition
+hat l'rs. Warwick was the cause of them turning back &t Sewell
untain and that Boone threﬁ up "petticoat government" TO
racob Warwick and that the fist fight followed.

Tn pioneer days Dunmore was & busy place, with the fort,

re. mills, blacksmith, gunsmith, powder maker and other

L
b

~ecessarv thinegs required to develop and maintaln & creat estate

s i

B NEewW countiry.
The Moores were descendents of lioses Moore, noted pioneer
ighter. There were three Moore pioneers 1n this

not related to each other.

s licLaughlins settled on Thomas Creek. Squire Hugh
sat on the county court for eighteen yearse. He

81 1n putting Pocahontas dry by refusing to license
8" , I'hlis was over ninety years ago. 1t
e 11r8% counties to 20 On the dry list.
nere the MceCutcheons. It was said of this fam-
piesent and on time at public worship

Hbanyk and Huntersville, eight
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/ duntersville District embraces the greater part of

L

! the eastern half of X¥k%¥ Poczhontas County. 7To the north lies

caland ana Batn Counties in Virginia by the summit of the

aliSgheny xountialn range, on the south lies Little Levels

all@ on tae west Edray District. West of the center

0€ mortheast bound 4+ . ' :
28t boundary are the EBrowns Mountains. In the

outnern part is a ser; ;
vall 1€ a séries of mountains called the Beaver Lick

S il

2 -» +% 48 Crowned Dy several lofty D€aks.Just Duth of
- ~abier 15 a level plateau or table land of considersble
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for a few months in the year by one of the pioneers, wno 1in
his youth had enjoyed superior educational advantages. The
l %ﬁaﬁm

text books used were Dilworth's Speller and some

the Bible as a rezder,

The fire¢ oI these schools *"kept" in this district
was in a deserted log cabin which stood on the banks of
Knapps (reek, not far from where Huntersville now stands.

It was a five-sided structure, one side of which was taken
up with a nuge fireplace. The seats were made by splitting

small logs in halveg and inserting pine for legs in the oval

s

Q

sidés. IT is not known who the first teacher was; tnere is

no record. Traditions tell us Mary Yoore was tie first

téacner. The Moores were the first to settle on Knapps

Creegj and were a prominent family. It 48 not definitely known

00 preacned the first sermon.
—

Tradit}pnhagain tells us that
it wés tae Apostle of llethodigam, ,

-—-the noted Bishop Asbury.
‘i€ names of many pioneer Ministers are remembered and re-—

corced by tne olgd residents.

- ‘. : : .
“verywnere in the settlement O0I the west the frontier

gcreéacn 1M T

v4E2CLer wae an important factor ang scarcely was tne roof
l""'f t: 30 o ~ :

) ‘€ cablng made fast before thne Methodi st Circuit rider

apréarance, collecteg the

8, Dreacaed g sérmon, left

dll apvointment for some
“C, pernave s -
> 1 P8 & year in the Tuture; then after g friendly

farewel " e
journey 11e another

= continued hie settl t
- emen )

3 County were

Amo g Smith, J. w. Kenney,
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nggmes watts, Samuel Ellis, william McDowell, Elisha Knox,

emes Kerr, William Houston, Harvey Lawyers, N. Pendleton and

%n g
&

Jonn Howe.

The firet Presbyterian Church at Huntersville, was

organized by Rev. ¥itchell D. Dunlap 1in 1854. Among the first

g e

members were Hugh Mclaughlin, Sr. James A. Price, George E.

:

Craig. A bouse of worshlp was erected the seme year on the
12th day of August 1854. William Garmmon, Benjamin Herold and

T. Lockridge, on behalf of the Church contracted for
ction of a Church for $1,846.00.

The Methodist Episcopal Church (South) of Huntersville

was organized in 1866 by Rev. %E S.‘E. "S8ixes. Before ithe di-
vizion of the Church in 1844 info Northern and southern
anches, the Methodists had an organization at this place but

.0e funiersville Church then belonged to what was known as

Yount Vernon Cnurch, built in 1850 was the first ever
creciecd on Knapps Creek. For its erection $400 was raised by
“SUECriptlon anc tne remainder was paid by Andrew W. Koore,

'BEE Loore and Presion Moore. It was dedicated in June 1852

v..€ Rev, Jonn Lcllure became its firsast pastor. During the

.r:.‘..:r > ‘.., SRl L * : T 5 . ] : : 1 2 .
ween vae slates called by some the Civil war, the
" ST .., £ .."',;“m & 3 ol : | £ " :
warrackxs o1 the Church and at one time threat-
T f"" : b"* L ol o * Y “ as W . ¥ Fe g, RV 8 A . i '
’ +*+ VU were prevelled upon to deeist such an act

Y& r_":‘ & = :_-l - BT '-l.i" Sy pe | R - g . 2 a ey
“8Y it stande ar monument of the religious
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seorgé niaer, Harvey Curry, Mary A. Curry, Moses Moore,

- ...,--‘l‘\,':l. A 1.+
Isabella koore, Freston Moore, Andrew Moore, Anna Moare

d Elizabeth Lightner. George Rider was the first Class

o N
TEET A"

.eaqer.
duntersville was the only town in the district

atl tnat time but in later years Frost has become a small

town. =funtiersville was laid out in 1821 and was the County

until it was moved to Marlinton after it had become

2 small town, by the vote of the people.

cuntersville Is situated on the left bank of Knapps

X 81X miles from it s mouth. It is surrounded on all

-
- -

s1cés Dy lofty mountains and has, pérnaps, more tne aprear-

o an Alpine village than any other town in the State.

evation 1900 feet above seal level.
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€s loore already mentioned as one of the first

-ated on Knapps Creek more than one hundred
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¢
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east one nundred and fifty years 8g0- as is

Tnere was an o0ld Indian trail or

Draft as it was once called, by which the Indians

vaen on thelr missions of blood to the settlements
1iver and in the Shenandoanh Valley.

ul® "B ' e

vral led near by where Moses Moore settlegd on the
.. . ' Ld O

4 DY nle grandson Andrew W .-
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